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Chapter WEM 8
MUTUAL AID BOX ALARM SYSTEM STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES

WEM 8.01  Purpose. WEM 8.07  Coordinators.
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WEM 8.05 Types and classes of resources. WEM 8.11  Participation.

WEM 8.06 Communications.

WEM 8.01 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is toMABAS agreement and has been appropriately authorized by the
establishstandards for thadoption of the Mutual Aid Box Alarm governingbody to enter into such an agreement.
Systemalso known as MABAS, by a locgbvernmental unitas  (14) “MABA S a ‘Mutua Aid Box Alarm Systeni region”

amechanism to be used for mutual aid for fire, rescue, and em@eansthe WEM regiona aress @ identified by the Adjutant
gency medical services and associated special operational s§kneraunde s. 323.13 (2) (a), Sats.

vicesas required in 823.13 (1) (d) Stats. “ : "
History: CR 06-091cr. Register November 2006 No.Bf. 12-1-06correc- (15) “Mutual Aid Box Alarm System”, or MABAS, means a

tion made under €.3.92 (4) (b) 7.Stats.Register February 2010 No. 650 definite and preqrranged plan Whereby an aiding unit prqvides
responsand assistance to a stricken unit in accordance with the
WEM 8.02 Definitions. In this chapter: systemestablished and maintained by MABAS member units, as
(1) “Aiding unit’ means a MABAS member urfitrnishing amendedrom time to time. Management oversight of the system
equipmentpersonnel or services to a stricken unit. is handled by the MABAS executive board.

(2) “Apparatus guidelines” meansapparatus defined and (16) “National Incident Management System” or ‘NIMS',”
incorporatednto the MABAS general operating procedures. meansa system mandated Byomeland Security Presidential

(3) “Chief officer” means the highest rankindficer within a Directive 5 that providesa consistent nationwide approach for
fire, rescue or emgency medical services unit. federal,state, local and tribal governments, the private semtar

« . T ongovernmentabrganizationsto work efectively and di-
(4) “Emergency” means an occurrence or condition in %iently together to prepare forespond to, and recover from

strickenunit’s territorial jurisdiction which results in a situation 2 : .
of such magnitude or consequence that it cannot be adequaqgl esticincidents, regardless of cause, size, or complexity

handledby the resources of that unit, so that it determines the (17) “Strickenunit” meansa MABAS member unit or a non—
necessityand advisability of requesting mutual aid. participatinglocal governmental unit which requests aid in the

(5) “Emergencymedical services system” means the methdaentof an emegency. ) ) )
for establishing a system ftite appropriate management for the (18) “Tribe or band” has the meaning given ir66.0314 (1)
medicaltreatment andransport of the public in pre—hospital or(fe), Stats.
interfacility settings or from facilities or institutions providing (19) “WEM” means the divisionf emegency management
healthservices under cfirans 309and chsDHS 110to 113 with the department of military ffirs.

(6) “Fire department” has the meaning given i6&0314 (1) (20) “WEM duty oficer” means an individual on—call 24
(c), Stats. hoursa day and 7 days a week,idsntified by WEMS duty ofi-
(7) “Incidentcommand system” has theeaning specified in cerroster
s.323.02 (9) Stats., and follows the guidelines of the National History: CR 06-091cr. Register November 2006 No. 5f. 12-1-06 correc-
IncidentManagement System, also known as NIMS. R‘%nsfsng(S), (7) and (14) made undef.3.92 (4) (b) 7.Stats.Register February 2010
(8) “Local governmental unit” has the meanigiyen in s.

19.42(7u), Stats., and also includes a tribe or band. WEM 8.03 Levels of response. MABAS coordinates
(9) “MABAS, or ‘Mutual Aid Box Alarm System’ box card” the effective and dfcient provision of mutual aid during emer
meansa printed formcontaining details of departments, specialgenciespatural disasters, or manmade catastrophes. In recogni
ized personnel and equipment to respond to a given geographit@h of home rule, MABAS isiot intended to relieve a local gov
area,taget hazard or specialized response within a communitgrnmentalunit from its responsibilities of providing adequate
(10) “MABAS, or ‘Mutual Aid Box Alarm System’ division” emergencyservices for all local emgencies, since all locgow
meansthe geographically associated MABAS memhmiits ernmentalnits should have their own first line @éfense. When
which have been grouped for operationdicefncy andrepresen alocal governmental unit exhausts its resources, MABAS can be
tation of those MABAS member units. activatedby the stricken unit through a systematic plan at the fol
(11) “MABAS or ‘Mutual Aid Box Alarm System’ executive lowing NIMS level response types:
board”means a statewide oversight board comprised of one des(1) A “local village, township, city or fire district level
ignatedrepresentative from each MABAS region. responseype 5” is an emeency that is a routine day-to—day
(12) “MABAS or ‘Mutual Aid Box Alarm System’ interdivi eventutilizing resources listed on a MABAS box cavith a mini
sionalcard” means a MABAS box cadgsignated for interdivi  mumof 3 MABAS alarm levels which is triggered locally the
sionalmutual aid, listing a MABAS divisios’equipment avail incidentcommander on the scene of an egeecy.
ableto respond based on the type of equipment and location.  (2) A “regiond city, county or fire dstrict leve response
(13) “MABAS or ‘Mutual Aid Box Alarm System’ member type4’is an emergeny that has exhauste “locd village, town-
unit” means docal governmental unit including but not limitedship,dty or fire dstrict levd responsécapabilities and may uti-
to a countycity, village, town, tribe or band, engamcy medical lize up to 3 MABAS interdivisiondcards A regionalresponse
servicesdistrict, or fire protection district, havirg fire depart is triggeral locally by the incidert commande on the <ere o
mentrecognized by the state Wiisconsin which is a party to the anemergency.
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(3) A “state or metropolitan area level response 8/pis an ll‘;%ngttcvt? g\(ii/?onsin Emegency Management webpagetutp://emergencymanage-
emergencyhat has exhausted “regional ¢itpuntyor fire district e § ) .
response’tapabilities and may utilize multiple MABA&terdk History: CR 06-091 cr. Register November 2006 No.K%ff. 12-1-06.
visional cards. A state response is triggered by a request to thay\EM 8.06 Communications. To facilitate radio inter
WEM duty oficer by the incident commander on the scene of thgerability during emegency response operatiordgsignated
emergency. Responding resources will be coordinated by th@ABAS VHF radio frequencies will be utilized by MABAS
WEM duty oficer in coordination with theegional MABAS divi  memberunits for on scene communications with MABAS mutual
sion coordinator aid partners. This does not preclude fire, rescue andgemey

(4) A “national level response types 1 or 2" is an egeacy medicalservices from utilizing other radio frequencies or radio
thathas exhausted “state level response” capabilities or is an ev@andsfor their own internal communications.
of national significance which is triggered byt@nsmitted to the = Note: DesignatedABAS VHF radio frequencies are available on request-with

: it out chage from the Fire Services Coordinatdfisconsin Emegency Management,
WEM duty oficer through the Emelency Management ASSist 55 SireetRoom 213, . Box 7865, Madison, Wi 537087865, telephone

anceCompact under $23.8Q Stats. (608) 220-6049. MABAS policies and general operating procedures may also be

History: CR 06-091cr. Register November 2006 No.KEff. 12-1-06correc-  accesseffom the WsconsinEmegency Management webpagel#tp://emergen-
tion in (4) made under 43.92 (4) (b) 7.Stats.Register February 2010 No. 650 cymanagement.wi.gov/

History: CR 06-091cr. Register November 2006 No.K%ff. 12-1-06.

WEM 8.04 Procedure for providing mutual aid. ) .
(1) The MABAS member units authorize their respective chief WEM 8.07 ~ Coordinators. Each MABAS division shall
officer or designee to take necessary and proper action to rerftféYe one division coordinator available at all times. Each
or request mutual aid from the MABAS member unitaggord  MABAS region shall designate one division in its regioact as
ancewith other policiesand procedures established and mairfh€regional coordinatorEach WEM region shall designate one
tainedby the MABAS member units. The aiéndered shall be MABAS division as a WEM regional coordinator
to the extent of available personnel and equipment that are noffisto"y: CR 06-091cr Register November 2006 No. 5. 12-1-06.
requiredfor adequate protection of therritorial limits of the aid WEM 8.08 Credentialing. Through December 31, 2009,
ing unit. all firefighters responding under MABAS shall meet the training

(2) Wheneveran emegencyoccurs and conditions are suchstandardsand requirementsf entry level firefighters trained
that the incident commander atesignee, of the stricken unitunders. SPS 330.07 Commencinglanuary 1, 2010, all fire
determinest is advisable to request aid under MABAS, the-incifighters responding under MABAS shall meet the traingtgn
dentcommander or designee shall activate the number of aidiigrds and requirements of firefighter | trainathder s.SPS
unitsdeemed necessary in accordanth the policies and proee 330.07 Emegency medical services responders shall have a
duresestablished and maintainbygl the MABAS member units. valid emegency medicaservices license as defined in dbsiS

(3) Thechiefofficer, or designee, of the aiding unit shall takel10 through113
the following action immediately upon receiving a requiest History: CR 06-091cr. Register November 2006 No.{Ef. 12-1-06correc-

mutualaid: tion made under 4.3.92 (4)(b) 7, Stats.Register February 2010 No. §5@rrec-
' . . . tion made under s13.92 (4) (b) 7, Stats.,Register February 2012 No. 674
(a) Determine what predetermined equipment, persooinel o
servicesare requested according to the MABAS box card. WEM 8.09 Limitations on coverage. (1) Personnel

(b) Determine if predetermined requested equipnpTson dispatchedto aid a stricken unit under MABAS shall remain

nelor services can be committed in responsbéarequest from employeef the aiding unit. Personnel rendering aid shall report
the stricken unit. to the incident commander or designee of the stricken unit for

c) Dispatch the predetermined requested equipment, pers . ecti_onand assig_nment atthe scene of the gamey The aid :
nel(o)r ser\ﬁces, to thpe extent availablg, to the s?ag?ng Iocaﬁion' unitshall at all times have the right to withdraw any and all aid

. o . onthe order of its chief €iter or designee, provided that the
chignggggin;erg(.med by the stricken unit in accordance with ding unit withdrawing such aid notifies the incideastmmander

) . . . f the stricken unit of the withdrawal of such aid &m&l extent of
(d) Notify the stricken unit if any or all of the predeterm'”eguchwithdrawal.

requested equipment, personnel or services cannot be provided - :
Note: MABAS policies and general operating procedures are availalEgoest (2) The rendering of assistance under MABAS shall not be

withoutchage from the Fire Services Coordinatdfisconsin Emegency Manage mandatory. An aiding unit may refuse if local conditions of the
ment, 2400 Wight Street, Room 213,®. Box 7865, Madison, WI 53708-7865, aiding unit prohibit response. The aiding unit shall inmediately

telephong608) 220-6049. MABAS policies amiocedures may also be accessethotify the stricken unit of its inability to respond.
fromtthe W530n5|n Emeagency Management webpagehdtp://emergencymanage- History: CR 06-091cr. Register November 2006 No. Bf. 12-1-06
ment.wi.gov. ) ' ’ ’ ’

History: CR 06-091cr. Register November 2006 No. 5%f. 12-1-06. . .
y g b WEM 8.10 Compensation. Equipment, personnel or ser

WEM 8.05 Types and classes of resources. All vicesprovided under MABAS shall be at no aparo the stricken

equipmentand apparatugrovided to the stricken unit shall com Unit. However any expenses recoverable from third parties and
ply with requirements based on National Fire Protection Assoc[§SPonsibleparties shall be equitablistributed among aiding
tion standards and cfirans 309t the time of its original cen Units. Nothing shall operate to bar any recovery of funds from any
structionand shall be NIMS compliant. Ahe local response Stateor federal agency under existing state and federal laws.
level, stafing guidelines shall be based upon the current localist"y: CR 06-091cr. Register November 2006 No. . 12-1-06.
policy and practices. At theegional, state and national response \ygM 8.11  Participation. An agencyparticipating in the
levels, personnel provided by aiding units shall comply with ajyaABAS system must be either a MABAS member unit or have
MQ?A?AASéifS'n? fgu'degnl_e m'”'mUTii hout chace | signeda memorandum of understanding directly with MABAS.
ote: stafing guidelines are avallable on requ out chage trom H H H H Talt
the Fire Services Coordinatowisconsin Emegency Management, 2400right Fal!ureto do elther does nc_)tjeqpardlze responses tO_ a non-partici
Street,Room 213, . Box 7865, Madison, WI 537087865, telephone (s0gpatingcommunity at the direction of the WEM dutyfioér.
220-6049.MABAS policies and general operating procedures may also be accesseHistory: CR 06—091 cr. Register November 2006 No.K%f. 12-1-06.
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